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9th November 2023
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OUR SCHOOL

We provide a safe, caring, disciplined and stimulating 

environment that enables children to develop personal abilities, 

interests and talents. We want our children to want to learn.
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OUR SCHOOL

• Maximise potential of our 

indoors and outdoors

• Stimulating, calm environment

• High expectations of ourselves 

and each other

• Excellent teaching and support 

staff team

• ICT suite, IWB’s, networked 

classrooms, tablets

• Swimming pool and sports 

facilities

• Lunchtime provision for hot 

meals

• Field

• Two playgrounds

• Adventure trail

• Library

• Music room

• Quiet garden

• Ponds

• Hall for PE, drama and special 

assemblies

• First aid / medical room

• Potential for forest school
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OUR CHILDREN

• Happy

• Outstanding behaviour

• Listened to 

• Nurturing approach

• Responsible

• Developing leadership potential

• Social and emotional sessions / 

support

• Responsibilities – prefects; 

librarians; school council

• Head Boys / Girls

• Clear expectations

• Golden rules

• Code of conduct

• Resilience

• +ive learning behaviours

• Ready, Respectful, Safe

• Consistently supported

• Want to be at school
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OUR 

OPPORTUNITIES

• For children and families

• Garsington

• Wormsley

• Albert Hall

• Swan Theatre

• O2 Arena

• Inter-house competitions

• Representing the school

• Gymnastics / music / 

languages

• Willen Lake

• Summer residential

• Recognising and rewarding 

achievements in and out of 

school

• Buddying – leadership and role 

model opportunities across the 

school

• Competitive matches 

• Responsibilities



-

OUR CURRICULUM

• Clubs

• Enrichment

• Cross-curricular links

• Support for children with SEND

• Specialist teaching – French, 

German, PE

• Peripatetic teaching – music 

opportunities and presentations

• Concerts

• Trips and visits throughout the 

school

• Effective assessment

• Ability and mixed ability sets

• Use of CATs in Y5 to challenge 

expectation and help prepare 

for 11+

• 11+ selective procedure

• Communication with parents

• Proactive transitional 

arrangements

• Performances – Christmas; 

Harvest; Class Assemblies; 

Productions; etc.
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OUR CHILDREN

They are our greatest advert and are Ready, Respectful and Safe. 

They look out for each other and look after each other. They ask good questions and 

want to find out more. They learn to take risks and miss us when they leave.
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OUR OPPORTUNITIES

We provide opportunities and experiences for every child and every family. 

We make memories and use innovation and enrichment to 

bring our learning to life – indoors and out.
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Welcome to the Early Years Foundation Stage

Nursery and Reception
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Early Years Foundation Stage Explained

“The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets standards for the learning, development and care of children from birth to 5 

years old to ensure that children learn and develop well, and are kept healthy and safe. 

It promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the broad range of knowledge 

and skills that provide the right foundation for good future progress through school and life.

There are seven 

areas of learning 

in the EYFS 

Curriculum

Literacy

Mathematics Understanding 
the World

Expressive 
Arts and 
Design

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development

Physical 
Development 

Communication 
and language All areas 

of learning and 

development are equally 

important and inter-

connected. We are here to 

help shape well-rounded 

children. 



-Playing and exploring – finding out and exploring, playing with what they know, and 

being willing to ‘have a go’ 

• Active Learning - being involved and concentrating, keep trying, and enjoying 

achieving what they set out to do. 

• Creating and thinking critically – having their own ideas, making links, choosing 

ways to do things 

Literacy

Mathematics Understanding 
the World

Expressive Arts 
and Design

Personal, 
Social and 
Emotional 

Development

Physical 
Development 

Communication 
and language

How characteristics of learning link with the 7 areas of development.
The ways in which the child engages with other people and their environment underpins learning 

and development across all areas and support the child to remain an effective and motivated 

learner. 

Finding out and 

exploring, playing 

with what they know, 

and being willing to 

‘have a go’ 

Having their own 

ideas, making links 

and choosing ways to 

do things. 

Being involved and 

concentrating, keep trying, 

and enjoying achieving 

what they set out to do. 

Opportunities to 

interact in positive 

relationships and 

enabling 

environments that 

encourage their 

engagement and 

recognise their 

strengths.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF PLAY

Play underpins the EYFS. It also 

underpins learning and all 

aspects of children’s 

development. Through play, 

children develop language 

skills, their emotions and 

creativity, social and intellectual 

skills. For most children their 

play is natural and spontaneous 

although some children may 

need extra help from adults.
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Assessment and Progress 
In accordance with the changes to the EYFS Curriculum in 2021

• Our staff to spend quality time building relationships with your children through high quality interactions and purposeful 

play that develops their skills and extends their knowledge and understanding. 

• We use our experience and knowledge to monitor the children’s learning and complete a ‘teacher judgement’ assessment 

against all of the areas of the curriculum each half term. 

• This informs planning, interventions and any other support needed. 

• Our continuous provision allows for staff to have quality, extended conversations about their ideas, feelings, emotions and 

their learning.

• Helping to develop and extend their vocabulary, 

• Inspires them to build and maintain friendships 

• As a school we use Twinkl Phonics, a synthetic systematic Phonics scheme which teaches all pupils how to read and 

write. 

• Robust tracking ensures every child’s progression is monitored. 

• Reliable intervention programmes for those who need a boost and for children who are ready to be challenged.

• Supports progression into the National Curriculum in Key Stage 1



-Tapestry is a secure online Learning Journal we use across the Early Years and into 

KS1. It records photos, observations and comments, in line with the Early Years 

Foundation Stage curriculum. 

However, with the changes to our curriculum as mentioned, it is quality over quantity 

in moving forward. Our time is best spent working with our children.

. 

A secure online Learning Journal across Early Years and KS1. 

A learning blog including photographs and key moments will be 

shared with you each week. 

Parental involvement – wow moments, celebrations and positive 

re-enforcement for children that teachers and parents work 

together. 

. RECEPTION BASELINE 

ASSESSMENT
An age-appropriate assessment of early 

mathematics and early literacy, communication 

and language.

EARLY LEARNING GOALS
There are 17 Early Learning Goals, which set out 

the expected level of attainment at the end of 

the EYFS.
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. 

EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE PROFILE

For more information you can access the handbook online 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-profile-handbook

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-profile-handbook
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Tapestry is a secure online Learning Journal we use across the Early Years and into

KS1. It records photos, observations and comments, in line with the E The children

across Early Years are given the opportunity to:

• try things out for themselves

• discover with our children.

. 

OUR DAILY ROUTINES

A predictable daily work routine provides an orderly framework for children’s activities. This allows time for

individual, small group and large group activities; with a balance of child-initiated and adult-led time.

A typical day includes…

Funky Fingers/Dough Disco

Register

Circle Time – Literacy or Maths

Learning/Work Time

Snack Time

Phonics

Circle Time – Understanding the World, Music, PSHE, PE

Story and songs
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Tapestry is a secure online Learning Journal we use across the Early Years and into

KS1. It records photos, observations and comments, in line with the E The children

the opportunity to:

• try things out for themselves

• discover new ideas

• achieve goals they have set for themselves

• get involved and really embed the skills they are taught during teacher-led

learning. arly Years Foundation Stage curriculum.

However, with the changes to our curriculum as mentioned, it is quality over quantity 

in moving forward. Our time is best spent working with our children.

. 

LEARNING/WORK TIME
During this time staff actively support children in learning new skills and exploring new materials. To 

encourage children’s self-reliance and purposeful play, our space is divided into areas.  Each is stocked with a 

variety of materials, equipment and tools.  These areas are well organised and accessible to the children so 

that they may all work in them independently. Our rooms are designed to encourage both social interaction 

and solitary play and to provide comfortable spaces for both small and large group activities.
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Our Curriculum
Our curriculum has been developed using the Development Matters and 

Birth to Five guidance documents which link directly to the Early Years Framework. 

In Early Years the children will be learning a vast variety of skills that will support them to become 

‘Ready, Respectful and Safe’ members of our school and the community.  

We have created an overview of these skills which link directly to each of the seven areas of learning. 
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Our Curriculum
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Children in Early Years will broaden their vocabulary, become confident in sharing 

their ideas and telling stories, and will be learn how to listen and respond effectively. 

Our continuous provision offers a wide variety of cross-curricular activities that link 

with our theme, key text and taught skills.

Key Texts

High quality texts will form the foundations of our learning in Early Years,  

enabling us to provide cross curricular experiences, linking with our over 

arching principle of the importance of play.  



Phonics

• Twinkl - Whole school synthetic phonics scheme 

which teaches children to read

• Taught to all children from Nursery – Year 2

• Taught as an intervention where needed for 

children in Years 3-6

• Daily, interactive lessons

• Songs, rhymes, actions to make learning fun and 

memorable

• Reading books to support current phonics 

learning 

• ‘Crib sheets’ to bring the children’s learning home 

and to support parents



-
-

Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND)

Support is provided for children with Special Educational Needs through the 

adaptation or use of additional resources, intervention groups and personalised 

learning which support any specific identified need.

Some of our children may need additional provision, as recommended in the 

Department for Education's SEND Code of Practice, Buckinghamshire Council’s 

Ordinarily Available Provision, NHS guidance and evidence-based best practice. 

These are embedded within day to day classroom practice.

SENCOs: Mrs  F Avery, Miss  C Howland

At Stokenchurch, we strive to create a happy environment 

where positive and caring attitudes towards one another 

are developed and achievements at all levels are 

acknowledged and valued – at ALL ages. 

We like to reward the children for going above and beyond.

When sanctions are necessary, we try to make sure they 

are fair and have meaning to the child so that they learn to 

accept responsibility for their own behaviour. 

Code of Conduct
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Things to look forward to…

Exciting, purposeful play.

Stay and let us share

Our new outside area

Library Visits

Quiet Garden

Baking

Sharing your child’s learning journey

Parents Evenings

End of term celebrations

Christmas Performance 

Assemblies with Reception
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IMPORTANT TIPS & DATES

• Visit a number of schools – you will 

know which one is right for you

• F1 / Nursery applications are made 

directly to schools

• F2 Reception applications are made 

via the Local Authority

• https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/s

chools-and-learning/schools-

index/school-admissions/apply-for-a-

primary-school-place/

• Online application portal opens 1st

November 2023

• Application portal closes on 15th

January 2024

• National Offer Day is 16th April 2024

For Parents:

• Induction meeting in July

• Welcome Workshop in September

• Parents evening early November

• Open door policy

For Children:  

• F1 to F2 Transition programme June / 

July

• Separate inductions arranged for new 

children

• Home visits offered to strengthen 

relationships

• Phased entry from September 

including introduction of hot school 

meals

https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools-index/school-admissions/apply-for-a-primary-school-place/
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Snapshots of our learning




