
Year 6 SATs 2023 Presentation



What are the SATs? 

● SATs are the Standardised Assessment Tests that are given to children at the end of 

Key Stage 2. 

● The SATs take place over four days, starting on Tuesday 9th May ending on Friday 12th

May. Monday 8th May is a bank holiday this year for the Coronation.  No late night 

parties please!  

● The SATs papers consist of:

○ Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 1: GPS [SPAG]) – Tuesday 9th May 45 mins 

○ Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 2: Spelling) – Tuesday 9th May 15 mins approx

○ Reading – Wednesday 10th May 1 hour 

○ Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) – Thursday 11th May 30 mins 

○ Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) – Thursday 11th May 40 mins 

○ Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) – Friday 12th May 40 mins 

● Writing is assessed using evidence collected throughout Year 6. There is no Year 6 

SATs writing test. 
The key stage 2 tests will be taken on set dates unless your child is absent, in which case they may be able to take them up to 5 school 

days afterwards.
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When and how the SATs are completed?

● The tests take place during normal school hours 

● We sit them in our classrooms, PPA room, smaller rooms (if 1-1)

● Displays are covered over and no equipment allowed 

● Exam conditions, timed 

● We try to keep the children as calm and confident as possible 

We tend to run two separate testing sessions so we can spread the children out and give as 

many children as possible the support they require to succeed.

e.g. 

Group 1: sit the tests

Group 2: complete independent work in computing suite

SHORT BREAK (groups are not allowed to meet/talk)

Group 2: sit the tests

Group 1: complete independent work in computing suite  
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Specific arrangements for SATs

Children with additional needs (who have similar support as part of day-to-day learning in 

school) may be allotted specific arrangements, including:

● Additional (extra) time;

● Tests being opened early to be modified;

● An adult to scribe (write) for them;

● An adult to read for them (including a translator);

● The use of prompts or rest breaks;

● Arrangements for children who are ill or injured at the time of the tests. 
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The results

Tests are marked externally. Once marked, the tests will be given the following scores:

● A raw score (total number of marks achieved for each paper);

● A scaled score (see below);

● A judgement on if the National Standard has been met. 

After marking each test, the external marker will convert the raw score to a scaled score. 

Even though the tests are made to the same standard each year, the questions must be 

different. This means the difficulty of the tests may vary. Scaled scores ensures an 

accurate comparison of performance over time.

Scaled scores range from 80 to 120. 

A scaled score of 100 or more shows the pupil is meeting the National Standard. 
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Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 1 (GPS) 45 mins

Example questions: 
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✓

e.g. Although, Whilee.g. Switch off the lights!  Please turn off the lights

Please support your child with their weekly CGP 

SPAG books for homework.

• Possibly make some flashcards to help them 

learn the parts of speech and other technical 

vocabulary

e.g. nouns, verbs, subordinate conjunctions

• Look out for grammar and spelling mistakes 

as you’re out and about!



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 2 (spelling)

Paper 2 is a shorter paper that focuses solely on spellings. 

Example questions:  
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Reading (60 mins) There are three different set texts for children to read. These 

could be any combination of non-fiction, fiction and/ or poetry. 

The reading SATs paper requires a range of answer styles.

Example questions:
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Please support your child by:

• Helping them complete their weekly reading 

homework – encouraging them to look up and 

learn the meanings of new words

• Hear them read 4 times a week – ask them to: 

- find a word that means the same as…

- Explain the meanings of words and phrases

- Skim the text to find a certain word/fact

- Summarise the page in their own words 

Vocabulary is key! 

Whilst listening to radio/songs or watching movies, 

ask them what words mean?

In restaurants, shops, museums: read and discuss 

signs and posters.

Read bus and train timetables.       



Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)  

The test covers the four operations, percentages of amounts and calculating with decimals 

and fractions.  There are 40 marks
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6.48

+ 8.6   .

15.08 
1 15.08

596

x    7

4172
6 4

4,172

4 ÷ 2 = 2

6 + 2 = 8

8

10% of 3,200 = 320

5% of 3,200 = 160

15% of 3,200 = 480 

480



Maths Papers 2 and 3 (Reasoning)

These tests have a total of 35 marks each and lasts for 40 minutes each.  

These papers require children to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge and skills, as 

well as their ability to solve problems and their mathematical reasoning. They cover a wide 

range of mathematical topics from key stage 2.
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Maths Papers 2 (Reasoning)

Example questions:

11

2.25
6
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Maths Papers 2 (Reasoning)

Example question:
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Maths Papers 3 (Reasoning)

Example question:
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Supporting your child in preparing for the SATs

● Keep them calm!  Whilst a small amount of anxiety is normal, these are not tests which 

they should feel overly worried about.   

● Encourage and support them with the homework we are setting

● You might like to use/create a few posters or flashcards to help them remember a few 

maths or SPAG facts they are finding hard to memorise 

● Make sure they are reading regularly!  

● There is no need to cram in lots of revision or download past papers

● There are links to useful sites and games on our website if your child is keen to do 

some additional work 

● Delete WhatsApp!  (controversial!) 
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Supporting your child in preparing for the SATs

During the week of the SATs

● Ensure your child is eating and drinking well and getting a good amount of sleep.

● We’ll open our doors from 8.30am the week before and during the SATS so the 

children can come in calmly, eat some toast/brioche and have a drink and have plenty 

of time to get settled before the tests begin

● Please make sure they are in school in good time that week

● Only keep them off if they are very poorly

● Please do not party too hard for the Coronation! 

● Plan something nice and fun for the weekends before and after SATs. This will help 

them to relax before the SATs and give them something to look forward to after. 
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Things to remember about the SATs

SATs focus on what children know about Maths and English. 

They will not reflect how talented they are at science, geography, art, PE… and they 

certainly won’t highlight all of their amazing personal characteristics.

SATs don’t tell the whole story.

Their results will say if they did or did not meet a certain standard but not necessarily by 

what margin. These thresholds change each year according to the overall national 

performance, so what was classed as ‘meeting the expected standard’ this year might not 

be the same as last year. We will provide you with more detailed feedback about their 

progress and attainment in our end of year reports. 

SATs are only four days out of a whole Primary School career. 

In reality, there’s one or two papers each day that last 30 to 60 minutes.
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Any questions?
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