
-
STOKENCHURCH PRIMARY SCHOOL & 

Early Years Welcome Meeting - Nursery 

September 2025

READY RESPECTFUL SAFE RESILIENT CURIOUS CONFIDENT INDEPENDENT SUCCESSFUL



-
STOKENCHURCH PRIMARY SCHOOL & 

READY RESPECTFUL SAFE RESILIENT CURIOUS CONFIDENT INDEPENDENT SUCCESSFUL

Welcome to Acorns
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Aims of the Meeting

• Early Years curriculum

• Timetable, Routine and Expectations

• Observation and Assessment

• Communication and Parental Involvement

• Helpful Reminders
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THE IMPORTANCE OF PLAY

Play underpins the EYFS. It also underpins learning and all aspects of

children’s development. Through play, children develop language skills,

their emotions and creativity, social and intellectual skills. For most

children their play is natural and spontaneous although some children

may need extra help from adults.
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Early Years

❖ Learning through play at STOKENCHURCH takes place indoors and outdoors. 

❖ It is in these different environments that children explore and discover their immediate world. 

❖ They practise new ideas, skills, take risks, show imagination and solve problems on their own or with 

others. 

❖ Our play is safe and challenging. 

❖ Our adults provide children with the opportunity to be supported and also the opportunity to extend their 

learning and development.
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“The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets standards for the learning, development and 

care of children from birth to 5 years old to ensure that children learn and develop well, and 

are kept healthy and safe. 

It promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the broad range of knowledge 

and skills that provide the right foundation for good future progress through school and life.

There are seven 

areas of learning in 

the EYFS 

Curriculum

All areas 

of learning and 

development are 

equally important and 

inter- connected. We 

are here to help shape 

well-rounded children. 
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Early Years Curriculum
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• Our dedicated staff spend time building relationships with your children through quality interactions 

and purposeful play. 

• Staff meet regularly to discuss your child’s progress, discussing their skills, growth and development 

within the 17 areas of learning.

• Greater emphasis on improving children’s language and vocabulary through increased opportunities 

for conversations, reading and discussions around their interests, skills and abilities within the broad 

range of activities in the provision

• Your child’s health and wellbeing is paramount and our Early Years provision and curriculum is 

adapted to ensure all children feel safe, secure, happy and healthy. 
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Characteristics of Effective Learning

Making Progress…
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• We will upload a weekly Blog of learning 

• We encourage you to upload any key moments and experiences from home

• We will share the children’s posts for all to celebrate and enjoy

• This will help to strengthens our home-school communication and develop your child’s confidence, 

communication and language.

• An email with details of how to access and activate your Tapestry account is on it’s way!

Tapestry is a secure online Learning Journal we use across 

the Early Years and into KS1. It records photos, 

observations and comments, in line with the Early Years 

Foundation Stage curriculum. 

However, with the changes to our curriculum as mentioned, 

it is quality over quantity in moving forward. Our time is best 

spent working with our children.
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Assessment 
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EYFS Curriculum
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Key Texts in Nursery
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Helpful Books for exploring feelings…
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Phonics – a whole school approach
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Routines of the Day
Morning 8.30 – 11.30am

8.30 Welcome and Warm Up Activity

8.50 Register and Daily Counting

9.00 Singing

9.15 Snack and Story/Input

9.30 Learning Time (free flow)

11.00 Water Break and Phonics

11.15 Story/Singing

11.30 Home Time/Lunch Time

Afternoon 12.30 – 3.30pm

12.30 Outside Play/Welcome

12.45 Warm Up Activity and Register

1.00 Daily Counting and singing

1.15 Snack and Input/Story

1.30 Learning Time (free flow)

2.45 Water Break and Phonics

3.00 Story/Singing

3.15 – 3.30 Home Time
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Nursery Fees
• All Nursery fees are to be paid via parent pay – you will receive a letter to set up your 

account this week. 

• Fees for our lunch time provision and any extended care that isn’t funded by the 

government, must be paid in advance. 

• You will be sent invoice at the beginning of each half term and you must settle the balance 

within two weeks. 

• If the fees are not paid, your child will not be able to continue their lunches/extended 

hours with us until the balance is cleared 

Please note that all parents will be allocated a parent 

pay account, this is for your child throughout their 

time at school. One you receive your log in details 

please activate your account.
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Additional Items
•Bag for with spare clothes including pants, socks, trousers, tops and jumpers

•Water Bottle (logoed bottles are available to purchase through PMG)

•School cap/sun hat (logoed caps are available to purchase through PMG)

•Lunch Box (for those attending full time)

Optional:

Wellies and waterproofs are optional. 

Nursery provide them but some children may prefer their own.

PLEASE LABEL EVERYTHING!! 
We cannot stress the importance of this. If it is named, it 

will be returned, if it is not then it is very difficult to ensure 

that the right item will come back to you. 

Please use labels that will not come off and check weekly 

that they are still legible. 

https://pmgschoolwear.co.uk/
https://pmgschoolwear.co.uk/
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Food and Drink

READY RESPECTFUL SAFE RESILIENT CURIOUS CONFIDENT INDEPENDENT SUCCESSFUL

Water
• Please ensure your child comes to school with a water bottle every day.

Snack
• All children will be provided with a healthy snack in the morning and afternoon. Our 

snacks include a carton of milk and a variety of fruit and vegetables. 

• There is no need to provide and additional snacks unless this has been discussed with 

the class teacher. 

Packed Lunches (for those attending full time)

• Packed lunches should support our school’s healthy eating policy. Please note that our 

school is a nut free zone which means that all types of nuts are not allowed in school.

• Children should not have fizzy or flavoured drinks, sweets or chocolate in their packed 

lunches. 
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Behaviour
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Rewards
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Medical
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• All medication must be in school with your child at all times.
• A health care plan must be completed for all allergies

medicines, medical needs etc (these are update annually)
• We are allowed to administer antibiotics if prescribed for more

than 3 times a day.
• Please let us know if there is any change in your child’s medical

needs.
• Miss Masterton is our First Aider in Nursery and will be happy

to help with any medical related issues.



-
• STOKENCHURCH PRIMARY SCHOOL & 

Well-Being
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We believe at Stokenchurch that your child’s wellbeing is at the heart of everything
we do. We achieve this by completing the following activities:
• Weekly PSHE lessons – PSED within the Early Years
• Zones of Regulation and toolkits – feelings and emotions circle time in 

Nursery
• The Stokie Second twice a day – calm down time in Nursery
• Regular brain breaks and stretches – action rhymes, cosmic yoga, team 

work challenges, sensory circuits, active learning inside and out in Nursery
• Mindfulness tasks – fine motor activities in Nursery, sensory trays and a 

visit to the quiet garden or library
• Go Noodle and yoga stretches – cosmic Yoga
• Worry jars – worry puppets in Nursery
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Safeguarding
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• STOKENCHURCH is committed to ensuring the welfare and safety of all

our children in school.

• We believe that pupils have a right to learn in a supportive, caring and

safe environment which includes the right to protection from all types of

abuse.

• Staff are vigilant for signs of any pupil in distress and are confident about

applying the safeguarding processes to avert and alleviate any such

problems.

• STOKENCHURCH expects all staff, parents and volunteers to share this

commitment. This means that we have a Child Protection policy and

procedures in place which can be found on our school website.
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Safeguarding
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• We work in partnership with other agencies when there are

concerns about a child’s welfare.

• Any concerns about our pupils are discussed with his/her

parents/carers first, unless we have reason to believe that

such a move would be contrary to the child’s welfare.

• Any concerns about a child’s welfare, including observations

or conversation heard, are reported to one of the DSLs as

soon as possible the same day.

• Concerns are recorded on CPoms

• If you are ever concerned about the safety or well‐being of

someone at our school, please talk to one of the school’s

Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSLs).
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E-Safety
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Why does online safety matter to early years settings?

Answer:

Ofcom’s ‘Children and Parents Media Use and Attitudes Report’ (2018 – released in January 2019) 

found that:

• 1% of 3-4-year-olds have their own smartphone and 19% have their own tablet.

• 52% of 3-4-year-olds go online for an average of nearly 9 hours a week.

• 45% of 3-4-year-olds use YouTube.

It’s important that early year’s settings ensure children are learning about the world around them and 

how to keep themselves safe online



-
• STOKENCHURCH PRIMARY SCHOOL & 

E-Safety

READY RESPECTFUL SAFE RESILIENT CURIOUS CONFIDENT INDEPENDENT SUCCESSFUL

It is our job as teachers, parents and carers to support all children to be safe online.  

We are all responsible for: 

• Protecting children from inappropriate content

• Teaching children safety from online predators

• Managing screen time

• Providing children with educational opportunities

• Modelling healthy online behaviour

• Including online safety activities in our homes and our setting

Key websites that can support in developing better understanding of E-safety for parents:
• https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers

• https://www.internetmatters.org/schools-esafety/parent-online-support-pack-teachers/
• https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

• https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
• https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
https://www.internetmatters.org/schools-esafety/parent-online-support-pack-teachers/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers
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READY RESPECTFUL SAFE RESILIENT CURIOUS CONFIDENT INDEPENDENT SUCCESSFUL

1. Monitor use of electronic devices
• Check recommended age restrictions of apps and 

games
• Set a curfew before bedtime
• Monitor WhatsApp groups and other group chats

2. Sleep and breakfast
• Switch off devices well before bedtime
• Share a book in bed
• Share best parts of the day
• Wake up with plenty of time for breakfast
• Healthy snack for breaktime

3. Build resilience: adopt a Growth Mindset
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4. Develop their independence
Help them learn how to:
• Change their shoes

• Manage their belongings
• Put on their coat/overalls

5. Practical maths skills

•Counting Everywhere: Incorporate counting into your daily routines and activities. ...

•Game-based Learning: Engage your child in simple board games that involve counting. ...

•Shape Exploration: shape hunts outside on a walk, Lego, puzzles

•Problem-Solving Opportunities: setting the table for a meal, pairing up shoes/socks, 
counting out paper cases for the cakes, cutting fruit to share, can you remember the way 

home? 
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Parents as Partners
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• Open door policy

• Please come and speak to us regarding any problems you may have (after school is preferable).

• Parent meeting in September

• Information about the curriculum, day to day timetable (date to be confirmed).

• Workshops

• There will be a variety of workshops throughout the year including phonics and reading.

• Tapestry

• Weekly blogs of your child’s learning will be uploaded by our dedicated staff

• We encourage you to share key moments/family fun on Tapestry for us to share in school

• Parent evenings

• 1:1 meetings with the class teacher will take place in November and March.

• ‘Stay Sessions’

• Throughout the year parents will be invited to come in and play, read, create and share with their 

child. 

• Experiences

• Throughout the year we offer a variety of experiences that enhance, inspire and excite the children’s 

learning (reindeers, astronauts, emergency services, minibeasts etc) parent helpers are always 

welcome.

• End of year school reports. 

• School website, Parent Mail, Weekly School Newsletters.
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To strengthen the children’s love of stories and books, we are inviting you into school 
to be one of our Mystery Readers for our Nursery and Reception classes. 

The children last year loved having different adults come into their classroom and read 
with them – they were exposed to such a range of stories, it really did help develop 

their imagination and story telling skills. 

If can spare 15 – 20 minutes of your time to come in and read to the children, please 
let me know. 
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Nursery Sessions (15 hour funding)

Mornings 8.30am - 11.30am

Afternoons 12.30pm - 3.30pm

Nursery Sessions (30 hour funding)

8.30 - 3.30pm with an hour for lunch between 11.30am and 12.30pm

*Our lunch hour will incur an additional charge of £6.00 per day

Further information on eligibility for the extended hours can be found here.

Morning Sessions – drop off and collection at the cloakroom door, accessed via the early years gate.

Afternoon Sessions – drop off at the Early Years Gate, collection at the cloakroom door

Arriving at 11.30 for lunch – collection by a member of staff at the early years gate

Leaving after lunch at 12.30pm – collect from the early years gate

https://familyinfo.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/childcare-and-early-years/paying-childcare/30-hours-childcare/
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Our School Website
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Thank You
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Any questions, please email the school office at:

office@stokenchurchprimary.bucks.sch.uk

Or post a question onto our school’s twitter 

account: @stokenchurchps
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