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Reception Autumn Term Writing Overview Theme: Superheroes and the Past 	Weekly Writing Opportunities: 1 x Guided Writing (Whole Class) 1 x Adult Led Small Group 
Overall Writing Intent: Children will develop a love of writing through meaningful, purposeful experiences linked to stories, role play and real-life contexts. Sessions focus on oral rehearsal, vocabulary development, sentence construction and transcription skills alongside developing confidence as independent writers. (This format provides staff with a clear week-by-week overview while showing the progression of writing skills, the purpose of each writing activity, and direct links to high-quality texts.)

Autumn 1 – Superheroes 
	Week
	Theme
	Small Group Writing (Writing for a Purpose)
	Whole Class Guided Writing
	Key Writing Skills
	Literacy Link

	1
	Marvellous Me – I Can Be a Superhero
	Label a self-portrait (name, eyes, mouth, superhero badge)
	Caption: I am a superhero.
	Name writing, initial sounds, letter formation, oral rehearsal
	Super Duper You

	2
	Real Life Superheroes
	Label equipment used by firefighters, doctors and police officers
	Sentence: A firefighter helps people. / A doctor helps us.
	Oral rehearsal, capital letter, finger spaces, segmenting
	Non-fiction books about People Who Help Us

	3
	Superhero Missions
	Write a shopping/mission list (cape, map, torch, rope)
	Sentence: I helped the kitten.
	List writing, segmenting CVC words, applying phonics
	Supertato (mission theme)

	4
	Supertato
	Create a 'Wanted' poster for Evil Pea
	Write a speech bubble: Stop! / I can help!
	Descriptive vocabulary, captions, simple sentences
	Supertato

	5
	People Who Help Us
	Write a thank you card to a visitor
	Sentence: You help people.
	Writing for a real purpose, sentence construction
	Visitor / People Who Help Us

	6
	Superhero Celebration
	Create a Superhero Fact File (Name, Power, Can…)
	Sentence: I can save the world.
	Independent sentence writing, phonics application
	Children's own superhero creations



Autumn 2 – The Past
	Week
	Theme
	Small Group Writing (Writing for a Purpose)
	Whole Class Guided Writing
	Key Writing Skills
	Literacy Link

	1
	Old and New Toys
	Label old-fashioned toys
	Sentence: My teddy is old.
	Initial and final sounds, vocabulary development
	Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs / Toy stories

	2
	My Family – Then and Now
	Caption family photographs
	Sentence: When I was a baby…
	Oral storytelling, simple sentence writing
	Peepo!

	3
	Growing Up
	Sequence pictures and write captions (baby, toddler, child)
	Sentence: I am bigger now.
	Sequencing, sentence composition
	Once There Were Giants

	4
	Bonfire Night
	Create a firework word bank and labels
	Sentence: The fireworks were loud.
	Descriptive vocabulary, adjectives, phonics
	Bonfire Night poems and non-fiction

	5
	Christmas Then and Now
	Write a Christmas wish list or letter
	Sentence: I would like...
	List writing, sentence writing, independent phonics
	The Jolly Christmas Postman

	6
	Looking Back
	Complete a memory book page: My favourite thing this term…
	Independent sentence about favourite learning
	Independent writing, sentence fluency, re-reading own work
	Reflection activities



Key Skills Progression Across the Term
	Half Term Focus
	Writing Skills

	Autumn 1
	Name writing, letter formation, oral rehearsal, hearing initial sounds, segmenting CVC words, writing labels, captions and simple sentences, finger spaces.

	Autumn 2

	Applying phonics independently, hearing medial sounds, writing lists and short messages, sequencing ideas, using descriptive vocabulary, writing simple sentences with increasing independence, beginning to use capital letters and full stops.

	Key Writing Skills Across the Term

	Composition
· Give meaning to marks. 
· Say a sentence before writing. 
· Write for a purpose. 
· Sequence ideas. 
· Retell familiar stories. 
· Use descriptive vocabulary.
· Write simple captions and labels. 
· Begin to write simple sentences. 
· Re-read own writing.

	
Transcription
· Correct pencil grip. 
· Write own name. 
· Form letters correctly. 
· Hear initial sounds. 
· Hear final sounds. 
· Begin to hear medial vowel sounds. 
· Segment CVC words. 
· Apply taught phonics. 
· Use finger spaces. 
· Begin to use capital letters. 
· Begin to use full stops.

	Communication & Language
· Orally rehearse sentences. 
· Retell experiences. 
· Build vocabulary through discussion. 
· Answer questions using full sentences. 




Continuous Provision Writing Opportunities (Available Daily)
	Area
	Writing for a Purpose
	Area
	Writing for a Purpose

	Superhero Headquarters
	Mission books, maps, badges, speech bubbles
	Writing Area
	Cards, lists, postcards, invitations, mini books

	Role Play
	Doctor's prescriptions, police reports, emergency message pads
	Maths Area
	Recording scores, tally marks, labels

	Small World
	Labels, signs, character speech bubbles
	Outdoor Area
	Chalk writing, paintbrush and water writing, large-scale maps and signs

	Construction
	Design plans and labels
	Christmas Workshop (Autumn 2)
	Gift labels, cards, Santa letters, wrapping labels

	Writing Area
	Cards, lists, postcards, invitations, mini books
	
	

	Maths Area
	Recording scores, tally marks, labels
	
	

	Outdoor Area
	Chalk writing, paintbrush and water writing, large-scale maps and signs
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Links to Literacy:
	Literacy Focus
	Writing Outcome
	

	Super Duper You
	Labels, captions
	

	Supertato
	Wanted poster, speech bubbles
	

	Emergency!
	Thank-you card
	

	Peepo
	Family captions
	

	Once There Were Giants
	Sequencing and sentences
	

	Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs (Past Toys)
	Labels and descriptions
	

	Bonfire Night poems
	Descriptive sentence
	

	The Jolly Christmas Postman
	Letters and lists
	



	Assessment Opportunities

Observe children's ability to:
· Hold a pencil comfortably. 
· Write their own name independently. 
· Hear and record initial sounds. 
· Segment and write simple CVC words. 
· Apply taught phonics in writing. 
· Compose and orally rehearse a sentence. 
· Write simple captions independently. 
· Use finger spaces between words. 
· Form recognisable letters correctly. 
· Re-read their writing to an adult. 
· Write with increasing confidence and independence. 





















This plan aligns closely with the EYFS Framework and Development Matters, ensuring writing is purposeful, rooted in high-quality literature, and supported by rich talk and practical experiences. It provides a balance of explicit teaching in small groups, whole-class guided writing, and authentic opportunities to write independently
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