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STOKENCHURCH PRIMARY SCHOOL & NURSERY
AIMING HIGH … FLYING HIGHER

Everything we do makes a difference to our children; empowering minds and shaping futures.



A very warm welcome!

• We are delighted to welcome you and your child to our Nursery family.

• Starting Nursery is a big milestone — for children and parents!

• Our aim is for every child to feel safe, happy, valued and excited to learn.

• We will get to know your child as an individual: their interests, strengths, 

personality and needs.
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Meet the Nursery Team

• Early Years Lead and Nursery Teacher: Mrs Warner

• Nursery Nurse: Miss Masterton

• Additional staff who support the children: Mrs Venning (PPA Cover), Mrs Powell 

(Nursery Nurse)
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What is the EYFS?

• EYFS stands for the Early Years Foundation Stage.

• It is the statutory framework for children from birth to the end of Reception.

• It sets out the standards that schools and early years settings must meet to 

support children's learning, development, health and safety.

• Learning in Nursery is built around children's interests, play, relationships and 

real-life experiences.
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The 7 areas of learning

• Communication and Language

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development

• Physical Development

• Literacy

• Mathematics

• Understanding the World

• Expressive Arts and Design
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All areas 

of learning and development are equally important 

and inter- connected. We are here to help shape 

well-rounded children. 



Characteristics of Effective Learning
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Our Vision

Play underpins our Early Years. It also underpins learning and all aspects of children’s

development. Through play, children develop language skills, their emotions and

creativity, social and intellectual skills. For most children their play is natural and

spontaneous although some children may need extra help from adults.

• At STOKENCHURCH play takes place indoors and outdoors.

❑ All children will explore and discover their immediate world.

❑ All children will practise new ideas, skills, take risks, show imagination and solve problems

❑ All children are supported and extended by our dedicated staff

❑ Our play is safe and challenging. 
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Learning through play

• Play is how young children make sense of the world.

• Adults carefully observe, listen, model language and extend children's thinking.

• Children will experience both child-initiated and adult-guided learning.

• We encourage curiosity, problem-solving, creativity, independence and 

communication.
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Making Progress

Welcome to Nursery  •  6

•Strong relationships: Staff get to know your child through play, conversations and positive 

interactions.

•Tracking progress: We regularly talk about your child’s learning and development, 

assessing them against the 7 areas of learning including 17 strands linked to ELG. 

•Language development: We help children develop their language and vocabulary through 

talking, stories and play.

•Health and wellbeing: We help every child feel safe, happy, healthy and ready to learn. 



Making Progress
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•Weekly updates: We will share a weekly blog showing what the children have been learning.

•Home experiences: We would love you to share special moments and experiences from home.

•Celebrate learning: We can share and celebrate the children’s achievements together.

•Home and school: Tapestry helps us keep in touch and supports your child’s confidence, communication 

and language.

•Getting started: You will soon receive an email with details on how to set up and access your Tapestry 

account. 

•Simple check of children’s speech, language and communication skills.

❑ It helps us see what your child can already do and where they may need extra support. 

❑ It is done through fun activities and play, so it feels natural for your child. 

❑ The results help us plan activities and support to develop their talking, listening and understanding. 

❑ It also helps us work together with parents to support your child’s communication at home and at nursery.



Our Curriculum
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Our Curriculum
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Our Curriculum
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•Level 1 is the first step in learning phonics.

•Children learn to listen carefully to sounds around them.

•We explore rhymes, songs, rhythm and sounds through fun activities and games. 

•Children practise hearing and recognising sounds in words. 

•We focus on building children’s listening and speaking skills ready for reading and writing later on. 

•Most importantly, we make phonics fun!



Settling in

• Every child settles differently — some are ready straight away, while others need 

more time.

• Consistent, positive goodbye routines can help.

• A confident 'goodbye' is often easier than a long farewell.

• We will comfort, reassure and support your child.

• If your child is upset, we will communicate with you and make the appropriate 

arrangements to support this. 
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Our Nursery day

• Arrival and settling activities

• Free-flow / continuous provision and adult-led learning

• Snack and social time

• Learning Input: stories, songs, rhymes and discussions

• Home time routines

• Daily routines may vary to follow children's needs and interests.
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You will see
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Children who are:

•Confident 

•Curious 

•Talking 

•Collaborating 

•Exploring 

•Happy 

Adults who are:

•Playing 

•Listening 

•Extending language 

•Building relationships 

•Following children's interests



What we expect from the children

• Be kind, respectful and caring towards others.

• Begin to share, take turns and solve small problems with support.

• Look after our classroom and resources.

• Have a go, make mistakes and keep trying.

• Develop independence: coats, shoes, toileting, handwashing and tidying up.

• Use words, gestures or other communication to express feelings and needs.
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What we ask from parents and carers

• Arrive on time and follow our drop-off and collection arrangements.

• Tell us about anything that may affect your child's day.

• Label clothing, water bottles and personal belongings.

• Encourage independence at home — little things make a big difference!

• Read, talk and sing with your child every day.

• Share your child's interests and achievements with us - Tapestry
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Well-Being
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💚 Supporting Your Child’s Wellbeing

At Stokenchurch, your child’s wellbeing is at the heart of everything we do.

In Nursery, we support children’s wellbeing through:

•Talking about feelings and helping children understand their emotions.

•Calm-down time to help children relax and reset.

•Brain breaks and movement through action songs, yoga, dancing and active play.

•Mindfulness and sensory activities to help children feel calm and focused.

•Quiet spaces such as our dens, quiet garden and library.

•Worry puppets to help children talk about anything that may be worrying them.



Managing Children’s behaviour
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Behaviour at STOKENCHURCH is paramount and our expectations of every 

child to follow our golden rules and be READY, RESPECTFUL and SAFE at all 

times are non-negotiable.

How do we achieve and maintain this?

❑ Strong values that are regularly reinforced by all

❑ Being clear and consistent with our expectations

❑ Remaining positive with and listening to the children

❑ Using positive rewards regularly 

❑ (praise, house-points, messages home, etc.)

❑ Regular communication with home

❑ Tackling issues calmly and effectively

❑ Speaking to parents early



Lunch Time 
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🥪 Packed Lunches

For children attending full time:

❑ Please provide a healthy, balanced packed lunch.

❑ We are a nut-free school, so please do not include any nuts.

❑ Please do not include fizzy or flavoured drinks, sweets or chocolate.

🍽️ Nursery Lunches

❑ Lunch is 11.30am–12.30pm and takes place in the school hall.

❑ A First Aider will be present during lunchtime, as per government guidelines.

❑ 15-hour funding: If your child attends 15 funded hours, there is a charge for the extended hour of 

£6.00 per session.

❑ 30-hour funding: If your child is eligible for 30-hour funding and attends 8.30am–2.30pm, there is no 

additional charge for lunch.

❑ If you would like your child to stay for lunch, please speak to Mrs Warner.



Snack 
🍎 Nursery Fruit Snack – Autumn Term 2026

❑ We will provide a healthy fruit snack each day for Nursery children.

❑ Nursery children are not eligible for the Government’s free fruit scheme.

❑ The cost is 14p per day, plus a small ParentPay transaction fee.

Payment

The cost for the Autumn Term is £9.23.

❑ Payment must be made through ParentPay.

❑ Details will be sent to you when your child starts Nursery.

❑ If you already have a ParentPay account for your child, you can use this.

Fruit will be provided from Monday 14th September 2026.

❑ If your child attends Nursery before this date, please provide a snack from home.

Please note that by signing up for the fruit scheme, you are paying for the whole Autumn Term, 

including any days your child is absent.

If you need help with ParentPay, please contact the School Bursar, who will be happy to help.
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Cool Milk Scheme 
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🥛We offer free milk to Nursery children through the Cool Milk scheme.

❑ You will need to sign your child up to the scheme. 

https://customers.coolmilk.com/V2/register/

❑ Once registered, your child will receive fresh milk at Nursery each day.

❑ Milk will be provided from the week after your child’s 5th birthday.

❑ Please let us know if your child has any allergies or dietary requirements.

https://customers.coolmilk.com/V2/register/


Medication and Medical Needs 
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💊 Please make sure any medication your child needs is kept at Nursery.

❑ A health care plan must be completed for allergies, medication or other medical needs.

❑ We can only administer antibiotics prescribed more than 4 times a day.

❑ Please let us know if there are any changes to your child’s medical needs.

❑ We follow NHS medical guidance and procedures to ensure all children are kept safe and 

well while at Nursery.

❑ Mrs Warner and Miss Masterton are our Nursery First Aider and is available to support 

with medical needs.



Uniform and Belongings

• Please label ALL clothing and belongings.

• Please provide a bag with spare clothes and pants etc

• Please make sure your child has a water bottle in school everyday

• Please provide a coat every day and in the hot weather a sun hat.

• Wellies and waterproofs – Nursery provide these, but your child is welcome to 

bring their own.
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Nursery Fees

•All nursery fees are paid through ParentPay.

❑ You will receive information on how to set up your account this week.

❑ Additional lunches and extra hours must be paid for in advance.

•Invoices will be sent at the start of each half term.

❑ These should be paid within two weeks.

❑ If fees are not paid, lunches and extra hours may need to stop until the balance is 

paid.

All parents will be allocated a parent pay account. 

❑ Please activate your account once you receive your log in details.
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SEN Support
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Many of our children have different challenges or needs that we aim to support as inclusively as possible. Most of 

these needs can be met as part of a high quality, inclusive curriculum, with reasonable adjustments made when 

necessary. Some of our children may need additional provision, as recommended in the Department for Education's 

SEND Code of Practice, Buckinghamshire Council’s Ordinarily Available Provision, NHS guidance and evidence-based 

best practice. These are embedded within day to day classroom practice.

💛 EYFS Teachers work closely with families to support every child’s individual needs.

•Observe your child to understand their needs.

•Try different strategies to support them.

•Monitor their progress and see what works best.

•Meet with you to discuss your child and our observations

•With your consent, ask for advice from other professionals when needed

•Our aim is to work together with you to help your child feel happy, confident and successful in Nursery.

If you have any additional questions or concerns about your child, please use the contact information below:

senco@stokenchurchprimary.bucks.sch.uk

SENCO’s

Mrs F Avery (Monday – Wednesday)

Mrs C Howland (Wednesday – Friday) designated SENCO for Nursery



Safeguarding
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🛡️ At Stokenchurch, keeping your child safe and 

happy is our priority.

•Every child has the right to feel safe, cared for and 

supported.

•Our staff are alert to any concerns and know how to 

respond if a child needs help.

•Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility – staff, 

parents and volunteers all play a part.

•Our Child Protection Policy and procedures can be 

found on the school website.

Please follow our arrival and collection procedures 

carefully.

• Only authorised adults may collect your child.



Online Safety
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💻 Keeping children safe online is everyone’s responsibility.

Together, we can:

•Keep children safe from unsuitable content and people online.

•Set healthy screen time limits.

•Help children learn how to use technology safely.

•Be good role models when using devices.

•Talk about online safety at home and in Nursery.

Key websites that can support in developing better understanding of E-safety for parents:

• https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers

• https://www.internetmatters.org/schools-esafety/parent-online-support-pack-teachers/

• https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

• https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/

• https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
https://www.internetmatters.org/schools-esafety/parent-online-support-pack-teachers/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers


Communication is key

• We want parents to feel comfortable talking to us.

• We will share important information through parent mail, newsletters, Tapestry, 

notice boards

• Please let us know about changes at home, worries, achievements or anything 

your child may be finding difficult.

• If you have a concern, please speak to us early so we can work together.
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Supporting your child at home

• Share books every day and talk about the pictures.

• Sing nursery rhymes and play sound games.

• Count during everyday activities: stairs, toys, plates, socks.

• Encourage your child to dress, tidy and make simple choices independently.

• Go outside, explore nature and talk about what you notice.

• Most importantly: talk, play and enjoy time together!
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A few important reminders

• Please keep us informed about allergies, medical needs and changes in 

circumstances.

• Please keep your child's contact details up to date.

• Please avoid sending your child to Nursery if they are unwell in line with school 

guidance.

• Please check communications regularly.

• Ask us if you are unsure about anything — there are no silly questions!
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PTA
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Together, we can make Nursery a wonderful start.

Thank you for trusting us with your children.

We are looking forward to getting to know you all!
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