
Welcome to Reception

Meet the Teacher • Starting Reception • Working Together

STOKENCHURCH PRIMARY SCHOOL & NURSERY
AIMING HIGH … FLYING HIGHER

Everything we do makes a difference to our children; empowering minds and shaping futures.

We would like to welcome you to Reception and look forward 

to working with you. When parents and teachers work 

together, there is a lasting and positive impact on children’s 

progress.



A very warm welcome!

• We are delighted to welcome you and your child to our Reception family.

• Starting Reception is a big milestone — for children and parents!

• Our aim is for every child to feel safe, happy, valued and excited to learn.

• We will get to know your child as an individual: their interests, strengths, 

personality and needs.



Meet the Reception Team

Mrs Powell

LSA M-W

Miss Tegala

LSA 

M, T, Th, F 

Mrs Ferguson 

LSA/1st Aider

M-F

Mrs Venning

PPA Teacher

Friday PM

Mrs Warner

EYFS Lead

Mrs Elliott

Deputy Headteacher

T AM and F PM

Ms Scales 

Ash Class Teacher

Mrs Campbell

Alder Class Teacher



What is the EYFS?

• EYFS stands for the Early Years Foundation Stage.

• It is the statutory framework for children from birth to the end of Reception.

• It sets out the standards that schools and early years settings must meet to 

support children's learning, development, health and safety.

• Learning in Reception is built around children's interests, play, relationships and 

real-life experiences.



The importance of play

• Play underpins the EYFS.

• Through play, children develop language skills, their emotions

and creativity, social and intellectual skills.

• For most children their play is natural and spontaneous although

some children may need extra help from adults.

❖ Learning through play at STOKENCHURCH takes place indoors and outdoors. 

❖ It is in these different environments that children explore and discover their immediate world. 

❖ They practise new ideas, skills, take risks, show imagination and solve problems on their own or with 

others. 

❖ Our play is safe and challenging. 

❖ Our adults provide children with the opportunity to be supported and also the opportunity to extend 

their learning and development.



Areas of Learning

• Communication and Language

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development

• Physical Development

• Literacy

• Mathematics

• Understanding the World

• Expressive Arts and Design
All areas 

of learning and development are equally 

important and inter- connected. 

We are here to help shape well-rounded 

children. 

“The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets standards for the learning, 

development and care of children from birth to 5 years old to ensure that children 

learn and develop well, and are kept healthy and safe. 

It promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the broad range of 

knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good future progress through school and life.



Characteristics of Effective Learning



Assessment
Reception Baseline Assessment
• The RBA is an age-appropriate assessment of early mathematics and early literacy, communication and language. It is delivered in 

English and is administered within the first six weeks of a pupil starting reception. 

• The assessment has two components, each consisting of practical tasks using physical resources. You will be sent a link to more 

information about the assessments from RBA later this week.

The Early Years Foundation Stage Profile

• In the final term of the F2, the Early Years 

Foundation Stage Profile is completed for 

each child. 

• A best fit teacher judgement against each of 

the 17 Early Learning Goals, within the seven 

areas of learning is made. 

• Here we indicate whether children are on 

track or otherwise. 

• These results are reported to you within the 

school report issued at the end of the year. 



Making Progress

•Weekly updates: We will share a weekly blog showing what the children have been learning.

•Home experiences: We would love you to share special moments and experiences from home.

•Celebrate learning: We can share and celebrate the children’s achievements together.

•Home and school: Tapestry helps us keep in touch and supports your child’s confidence, communication 

and language.

•Getting started: You will soon receive an email with details on how to set up and access your Tapestry 

account. 

Language Link is a standardized, school-based screening and 

intervention tool used to identify and support speech, language, and 

communication needs in young children.

• It is a child-friendly assessment completed on a computer or tablet 

alongside an adult. 

• Children listen to simple prompts and point to pictures, making it feel 

like a series of games rather than a test. 

• It focuses primarily on receptive language—how well a child 

understands spoken words, sentences, and instructions.



Reporting to Parents

• Progress will be reported to you throughout the year.

• There will be two parents evenings throughout the year.

• The first meeting in the Autumn Term will have a pastoral focus

• The second meeting in the Spring Term will focus on progress and attainment.

• A final end of year report in the Summer Term will celebrate your child’s personal

achievements and summarise their progress and attainment in line with the Early

Learning Goals and EYFS Profile.



Our Curriculum High quality texts will form the foundations of our learning in Early Years,  enabling us to provide 

cross curricular experiences, linking with our over arching principle of the importance of play.  



Our Curriculum



Our Timetable



Phonics

• Whole school phonics scheme

• Taught to all children from Nursery – Year 2

• Daily, interactive lessons

• Songs, rhymes, actions to make learning fun and memorable

• Reading books to support current phonics learning (These will be 

given out once the children have completed their first 

assessment at the end of Autumn 1) 

• ‘Crib sheets’ to bring the children’s learning home and to 

support parents every week



Well-Being
💚 Supporting Your Child’s Wellbeing

At Stokenchurch, your child’s wellbeing is at the heart of everything we do.

In Reception, we support children’s wellbeing through:

•Talking about feelings and helping children understand their emotions.

•Calm-down time to help children relax and reset.

•Weekly PSHE lessons

•Zones of Regulation and toolkits

•The Stokie Second 

•Regular brain breaks and stretches

•Mindfulness tasks, Go Noodle and yoga stretches

•Worry monsters 



Snack 

• Fruit and milk are provided free of charge for snack time.

• Fresh milk is delivered daily to the school via Cool Milk Limited. 

• Please register directly with Cool Milk, either online at www.coolmilk.com

• If your child has been in our nursery, they will already by registered to receive milk.

• A small charge is set for milk as your child turns five.

Hot School Meals and Lunches 

• We are pleased to be able to offer all our Reception children a free nutritious hot school meal. 

• Our learning support staff accompany our children in the hall and are able to help them to make food choices, 

and monitor what they have eaten. 

• Dietary requirements are clearly displayed on the till, ensuring that children always make appropriate choices. 

• If providing a packed lunch, please make sure it is healthy. 

• NO CHOCOLATE BARS OR SWEETS! 

Please be aware that we have children in the school who have serve nut allergies. Please ensure that all food 

sent into school is nut free, this includes chocolate spread. Many thanks for your support.

http://www.coolmilk.com/


Medication and Medical Needs 

❑ A health care plan must be completed for allergies, medication or other medical needs.

❑ We can only administer antibiotics prescribed more than 4 times a day.

❑ Please let us know if there are any changes to your child’s medical needs.

❑ We follow NHS medical guidance and procedures to ensure all children are kept safe and 

well while at school.

❑ Mrs Ferguson, Mrs Warner and Miss Masterton are our Early Years First Aiders and are 

available to support with medical needs. 

❑ Mrs Ferguson is your first point of call for Reception



Managing Children’s behaviour
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Behaviour at STOKENCHURCH is paramount and our expectations of every 

child to follow our golden rules and be READY, RESPECTFUL and SAFE at all 

times are non-negotiable.

How do we achieve and maintain this?

❑ Strong values that are regularly reinforced by all

❑ Being clear and consistent with our expectations

❑ Remaining positive with and listening to the children

❑ Using positive rewards regularly 

❑ (praise, stickers, do-jo’s, messages home, etc.)

❑ Regular communication with home

❑ Tackling issues calmly and effectively

❑ Speaking to parents early



PE 

• PE will take place on Thursday 

morning. 

• Please send your child into school 

wearing their PE kit.

• PE will usually take place outside, 

please ensure your child has 

appropriate clothing for the weather. 



SEN Support
Many of our children have different challenges or needs that we aim to support as inclusively as possible. Most of these 

needs can be met as part of a high quality, inclusive curriculum, with reasonable adjustments made when necessary. Some 

of our children may need additional provision, as recommended in the Department for Education's SEND Code of Practice, 

Buckinghamshire Council’s Ordinarily Available Provision, NHS guidance and evidence-based best practice. These are 

embedded within day to day classroom practice.

💛 EYFS Teachers work closely within the team and with families to support every child’s individual needs.

•Observe your child to understand their needs.

•Try different strategies to support them.

•Monitor their progress and see what works best.

•Meet with you to discuss your child and our observations

•With your consent, ask for advice from other professionals when needed

•Our aim is to work together with you to help your child feel happy, confident and successful in Nursery.

If you have any additional questions or concerns about your child, please use the contact information below:

senco@stokenchurchprimary.bucks.sch.uk

SENCO’s

Mrs F Avery (Monday – Wednesday) designated SENCO for Reception

Mrs C Howland (Wednesday – Friday)



Safeguarding

🛡️ At Stokenchurch, keeping your child safe and 

happy is our priority.

•Every child has the right to feel safe, cared for and 

supported.

•Our staff are alert to any concerns and know how to 

respond if a child needs help.

•Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility – staff, 

parents and volunteers all play a part.

•Our Child Protection Policy and procedures can be 

found on the school website.

•Please follow our arrival and collection procedures 

carefully.

• Only authorised adults may collect your child.



Online Safety

💻 Keeping children safe online is everyone’s responsibility.

Together, we can:

•Keep children safe from unsuitable content and people online.

•Set healthy screen time limits.

•Help children learn how to use technology safely.

•Be good role models when using devices.

•Talk about online safety at home, we talk about it at school.

Key websites that can support in developing better understanding of E-safety for parents:

• https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers

• https://www.internetmatters.org/schools-esafety/parent-online-support-pack-teachers/

• https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

• https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/

• https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers
https://www.internetmatters.org/schools-esafety/parent-online-support-pack-teachers/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers


Supporting your child at home

• Share books every day and talk about the pictures.

• Sing nursery rhymes and play sound games.

• Count during everyday activities: stairs, toys, plates, socks.

• Encourage your child to dress, tidy and make simple choices independently.

• Go outside, explore nature and talk about what you notice.

• Most importantly: talk, play and enjoy time together!



A few important reminders

• Label everything….socks/ jumpers/ PE kit……..EVERYTHING! 

• Remind children to tell the teacher if they have letters to give in.  

• No jewellery to be worn in school – earrings must be taped.

• Please cut small food lengthways – e.g. grapes, tomatoes – please see NHS website for more 

information.

• Please keep a spare pair of underwear and socks in their bags – accidents happen!

• PE Day is Thursday – please send your child to school in their PE kit

• Drop off is at 8.40am and Collection is at 3.10pm

• keep us informed about allergies, medical needs and changes in circumstances.

• keep your child's contact details up to date.

• Please refer regularly to our school website key dates and information.  



PTA



Thank you for trusting us with your children.

We are looking forward to getting to know you all!

Any questions, please ask or email the school office at:

office@stokenchurchprimary.bucks.sch.uk


