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The English language has:

e
a

Did You Know…?

26 letters 44 sounds
over 100 ways to 
spell those sounds



What does this word say? 

ghoti



Phonics Terminology

systematic synthetic phonics - The teaching of reading and spelling 
by breaking down words into the smallest unit of sound. Preferred 
method of teaching phonics in the UK. 

blending – Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it, 
e.g. ‘f – r – o – g, frog’.

phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the 
English language.

grapheme – How a phoneme is written down. There can be more than 
one way to spell a phoneme. For example, the phoneme ‘ai’ is spelt 
differently in each of the words ‘way’, ‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, ‘sleigh’ 
and ‘lady’.

segmenting – Breaking a word into its constituent sounds in order 
to spell them, e.g. ‘frog, f – r – o – g’.



What Is Phonics?

reading and spelling 

hearing, recognising and using sounds

routine and familiarity

focus on breaking down and building 
up words (segmenting and blending)

tricky/common exception words



Our Phonics Scheme

At Stokenchurch Primary School, we use the Twinkl Phonics Scheme. It
is approved by the Department of Education and is a multi sensory
approach that uses a variety of methods to support children’s learning
of phonics.

• Mnemonics, actions, handwriting formation rhymes and songs to 
reinforce sound and letter recognition.

• Engaging activities focused on developing and applying reading and 
writing skills. 

• Active repetition to ensure rapid recall of GPCs, common exception 
words.

• Rhino Readers Books that are fully decodable and match children’s 
level of understanding based on regular assessment. 



Phase One - nursery/F1

The Progression of Phonics

Phase Two - reception/F2

Phase Three - reception/F2

Phase Four - reception/F2

Phase Five - year 1

Phase Six - year 2



1. Environmental sounds

2. Instrumental sounds

3. Body percussion

4. Rhythm and rhyme

5. Alliteration

6. Voice sounds

7. Oral blending and segmenting

Level One

Phase 1 has seven aspects, with a focus on listening skills.



Level Two



Level Three



Levels Four, Five and Six
In level 4, children will be consolidating their knowledge of level 3 sounds and will
also be introduced to adjacent consonants, 14 new tricky words for reading and the
level 3 tricky words for spelling.

In level 5, Children will be taught new graphemes and alternative graphemes for the
sounds they already know. They will begin to learn to choose the appropriate
grapheme when spelling. The children will be automatically decoding a large
number of words for reading by this point.

In level 6, children will be reading longer and less familiar texts independently and
fluently. It is crucial that, at this point, children are now reading to learn and reading
for pleasure.
Children should be able to read the 300 high-frequency words. At this point, it is
important that comprehension strategies are developed so that children clarify
meaning, ask and answer questions about the texts that they are reading, construct
mental images during reading and summarise what they have read.
In spelling, children are introduced to the adding of suffixes and how to spell longer
words. Throughout the phase, children are encouraged to develop strategies for
learning spellings.



Teaching Phonics

Teach

Practise

Apply

Revisit & 
ReviewA typical phonics lesson in F2 will follow this format:

Revisit and review - revise previously taught GPCs 
and any tricky words that have been introduced. 

Teach – Introduce the new sound using the story, 
mnemonic flashcard, action and song. 

Practise – Work through a selection of activities that 
will reinforce the learning of the new sound. 

Apply – Read or write a sentence or caption that will 
apply the sound we have learnt in the lesson. 



The Year 1 Phonics Screening Check

In June, all year 1 children are 
expected to complete the year 1 
Phonics Screening Check.

The aim is to check that a child is 
making progress in phonics. They 
are expected to read a mixture of 
real words and ‘nonsense’ words.

The outcome of this check enables 
practitioners to see if any children 
may need additional support to 
help them make progress in year 2.



Helping Your Child at Home

play games provide opportunities 
for writing

provide opportunities 
for reading

Articulation of sounds 
https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s
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